
OKANOGAN COALITION FOR HEALTH IMPROVEMENT (CHI) 
MEETING MINUTES 

JULY 30, 2020 
 

 
AGENDA: 

1. NCACH Funding Opportunities 
2. Looking Ahead: Fire, COVID-19, and Health Panelists 
3. COVID 19 Communications Update 
4. Discussion on the Surge of COVID-19 cases in Okanogan County 

 
 
1. NCACH Funding Opportunities - Sahara Suval  

● Now accepting applications for 2020 Rapid Cycle Funding to address opioid use public 
health crisis 

● Provides up to 10k, short application due Aug 6th 
● https://ncach.org/now-accepting-applications-2020-rapid-cycle-funding-address-o

pioid-use-public-health-crisis/  
● Last year ACH invested 450k into local and regional health projects 

○ New opportunity for coalitions to be more involved this year and identify top 
funding proposals 

 
2. Looking Ahead: Fire, COVID-19, and Health - Kris Ray, Liz Walker, Carlene Anders 
Air Quality Program Manager CCT: Kris Ray 

● Become smoke ready: prepare, know facts and stay healthy 
○ Increase our awareness of smoke and the health impacts of poor air quality 
○ Prepare for this season and other seasons (summer = wildfire smoke & winter = 

wood stove and burning smoke) 
○ Develop an understanding of the strategies to minimize smoke 

■ CCT Air Quality Webpage: colvilletribes.com/environmental-trust 
■ OK River Airshed Sites Webpage: okcleanair.org 

● Typical solutions to minimize smoke inhalation include staying inside, however, this isn’t 
ideal during this time of COVID where buildings need air circulation 

● Have air filters in their house (video on CCT air quality page) 
● Remember: at-risk communities for smoke overlap with the at-risk communities for 

COVID 
 
Clean Air Methow: Liz Walker 

● WA Department of Health issued a COVID-19 & Wildfire Smoke Guidance on their 
website 

○ Shows typical recommendations for smoke safety and how they overlap with 
current COVID health recommendations 

● Cloth masks are still greatly encouraged for the general public 



○ N95 masks are helpful for folks outdoors in heavy smoke/ first responders 
● Empower people to build box fan filters for their homes (more cost effective option with 

positive results) 
● Promote Mental Health Awareness 

○ Many people see an impact on their mental health during wildfire season 
(anxiety, stress) and there are additional stressors presented during this time of 
COVID (economic stability, isolation, etc.) 

○ We need good outreach to support community members and their mental health 
● Target smoke sensitive population and those who care for them 
● Improve risk communications from fire management agencies 
● Create community response teams to be visible points for distribution of information and 

resources 
 

Long Term Recovery: Carlene Anders 
● Stay home and stay safe has a new meaning when wildfires are present  

○ People are hesitant to evacuate because they aren’t sure where to go and about 
the safety risks of being out during COVID 

○ People will need extra support leaving their homes 
● We’ve began preparing for when/if long term recovery volunteers need to come in  

○ 1000 masks set aside, preparing for emergencies, thinking ahead 
○ Disaster case management typically we on site and travelling a lot - this will be 

difficult during COVID because they are unable to do that anymore 
● Overlap communication and networking between all recovery resources and support 

systems is critical in getting the community accurate information 
● Identify personal impacts 

○ Increased health issues, fatality in response to disaster  
 
3. COVID-19 Communications Update - Peter Morgan 

● CHI is supporting Public Health by developing an effective communication strategy 
● New website is up and running: okanogancountycovid19.org 

○ Current information about cases and cumulative counts per town 
○ Updated daily 
○ Mythbusters and current public health standards 
○ Updates on schools and more 
○ Working on Spanish version - coming soon!  

 
4. Discussion of Surge in Cases - Chris Branch, Alan Fisher, Scott Graham, Jimmy 
Wallace 

● Question 1: Why is there a surge in Okanogan County cases? 
● Question 2: What steps can we take as a community to slow the incident rate of cases? 

 
Chris Branch: 



1. Politics and public perception. People are debating and downplaying the number of 
cases meaning folks are more inclined to travel (increase likelihood of transmission). We 
also have an increase of testing which increases the numbers. Harvest season is in 
swing and we have a lot of people working together in close quarters like a processing 
building. 

2. Elected Officials need to be mindful of the messaging they are sending, we need to be 
united in our messaging and backing our Public Health officials. Reiterate that covid 
really exists. CHI could make videos of different health care and elected officials talking 
about covid. 

 
Alan Fisher: 

1. There is a lot more testing being done. Last week we had 5 patients in the ER and saw 
30-45 patients who were covid related. 1 out 4 patients came into the hospital without a 
mask and gave heavy pushback when healthcare workers asked them to wear one. The 
outliers who don’t believe in covid are playing a role in the spike in cases. 

2. Messaging has to be consistent, especially from law enforcement agencies, 
commissioners, and healthcare workers. Okanogan Public Health website is a great way 
to reach out to the community and connect.  

 
Scott Graham: 

1. Fundamentally we are independent minded so we are seeing a lot of resistance from 
folks to follow health guidelines. There is a lot of skepticism around science - wearing 
masks and social distancing works.  

2. We have to be realistic about adherence and create messaging that helps people feel a 
personal responsibility for others “I don’t want to get sick and I also don’t want to get 
others sick”. Social responsibility needs to be magnified.  

 
Jimmy Wallace: 

1. COVID-19 is impacting our most vulnerable populations,a lot of people can spread the 
virus before they know that they have it. People quit taking safety precautions and now 
we are seeing the negative repercussions of that. Essential workers are getting sick 
because they are not adequately protected and others who get sick will continue to work 
because they rely on their paycheck. We also are seeing a lack of access to reliable and 
accurate information. 

2. Work towards better alignment, better use of resources and empower folks to better 
isolate and quarantine. Identify barriers that families might experience in quarantine - 
how do we work together to close those gaps? We must devote our resources to those 
who need them most. Open and honest communication from the leaders in the 
community. Videos, pictures and testimonials are very impactful. 

 
Updates of AG health and safety practices: 

● FHC has done outreach and education at ag camps 
○ Offering services at times when workers will be available  



● Some smaller growers have been very welcoming to FHC, other larger growers have 
been willing to partner  

● We need businesses to invest in sick days so that workers can take time off if they are 
sick 
 


